
Abstract: Mathematics and physics 
have a long-standing and complicated 
sibling relationship. This story tells the 
story of one branch of mathematics 
that has its roots in the physical Kepler
Problem (the description of motion of 
the planets), grew up within 
mathematics, and bore fruit for 
physicists in the 20th-century search 
for elementary particles. 

The Reese Prosser Memorial Lectures were inaugurated in 2002 by the Department of Mathematics at Dartmouth College to honor their 
long time colleague Reese Prosser.  This lecture series, endowed by the late Nancy Prosser and her family, is intended to introduce the 

general public to mathematical research related to their daily lives.
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