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Abstract

The symmetric functions form a space that is beautiful from many
different perspectives: as a Hopf algebra, a polynomial ring, as rep-
resentations of Gln, etc. Some of the most amazing properties that
are associated with this space are the combinatorial rules that arise for
doing complex computations. We will present a definition of the sym-
metric functions and the standard bases followed by several examples
of simple rules for doing computations with pictures.
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